
Books for Boys 9 and older 

 

How to Update Your Parents 

Pete Johnson  

This is a hilarious story of dead fish, gorillas with bananas in their ears, poetry, cunning plans 

and highly legal documents (kind of). Oh and iPads, iPhones and vlogging of course.  

 

Tom's Midnight Garden Graphic Novel 

Philippa Pearce  

Philippa Pearce's classic novel of the 1950s is newly minted for today's readers while retaining 

its sense of wonder and its ability to make the unbelievable – including travelling through time.  



 

Chaos Descends  

Shane Hegarty  

In a nutshell: monster-hunting fun Book three in Shane Hegarty's Darkmouth series serves up 

another helping of monster battles, with the skilful mix of humour and horror.  

 

 

 

Scenes from the Epic Life of a Total Genius 

Stacey Matson  

The return of Arthur Bean, self-proclaimed creative genius and star of one already highly 

successful diary-based narrative is to be welcomed.  



 

Fenn Halflin and the Fearzero 

Francesca Armour-Chelu  

Debut author Francesca Armour-Chelu has created a desperate flooded dystopian world in this 

fast-paced story of one boy's survival.  

 

Middle School: Just My Rotten Luck 

James Patterson  

James Patterson continues to do sterling work turning reluctant readers onto books, and this 

latest instalment in the ongoing trials of Rafe Khatchadorian will more than satisfy his young 

fans.  



 

Beetle Boy 

M.G. Leonard  

A rollicking adventure spiced up with fascinating information about beetles, this debut novel 

fuses science, survival and sleuthing!  

 

Stormbreaker The Graphic Novel 

Anthony Horowitz, Antony Johnston  

A bold and stylish reissue of the ground-breaking and hugely popular graphic adaptation of Alex 

Rider's very first mission. Brilliantly visualised, these graphic novel versions of the best-selling 

stories of boy spy Alex Rider add a fantastic new dimension to the story  



 

Simon Thorn and the Wolf's Den 

Aimee Carter  

Like Harry Potter, Aimée Carter's twisty, original thriller stars a gang of kids with special 

abilities up against a cast of powerful adults, some of whom are decidedly untrustworthy.  

 

The Seal's Fate 

Eoin Colfer  

Children's Laureate of Ireland Eoin Colfer tells a touching story of a young boy trying to live up 

to his father which means doing something that goes against his nature.  



 

Lockdown 

Peter Jay Black  

Another dose of terrific escapist fiction from an author who excels at this kind of gadget-

packed high action drama.  

 

Danger is Still Everywhere: Beware of the Dog 

David O'Doherty  

Shortlisted for the Laugh-Out-Loud Book Awards 2016, Dr Noel Zone is without doubt the 

world's greatest dangerologist, and his books are required reading for anyone eager to avoid 

danger wherever it may lurk.  



 

The Sons of Scarlatti 

John McNally  

Meet Finn, shrunk to 9mm tall by his uncle in order to save mankind by stopping a killing 

machine from wreaking havoc. Full of humour and high action adventure even if its characters 

are very small.  

 

Charlie Merrick's Misfits in Fouls, Friends, and My World Cup 

Dave Cousins  

Charlie is the captain of the local youth team, North Star Galaxy. He eats, sleeps, and 

breathes football. But when Colts steal all of North Star's best players, it's up to Charlie and his 

friends to save the team. 

  



 

Young Werewolf 

Cornelia Funke  

Interest Age 8-12 Reading Age 8 Matt was your average boy until a dangerous encounter 

awakens a wolf inside of him! This is a fun supernatural story from the internationally 

bestselling author of Inkheart.  

 

Alex, the Dog and the Unopenable Door 

Ross Montgomery  

Shortlisted for The Branford Boase Award 2014 -  Shortlisted for the Costa Children's Book 

Award 2013 - One boy and one dag embark on an adventure.  



 

Edge of Extinction 

Laura Martin  

Here's a premise and a half: one hundred plus years ago, hubristic scientists decided to bring 

dinosaurs back from extinction, a la Jurassic Park. No-one expected that the dinosaurs would 

also bring a disease deadly to mankind  

 

Shadow Warriors 

Chris Bradford  

Deep rivalries, hand to hand fighting, daring raids and surprise revelations, they all feature in 

this collection of stories about young ninja warrior Taka. Together with his ninja clan he's 

fighting the Samurai in 16th century Japan.  



 

Memoirs of a Neurotic Zombie 

Jeff Norton  

With a great twist to it, this is a witty story of growing up and all the complications and 

unfairness of family and friends that go with it.  

 

The Parent Agency 

David Baddiel  

Winner of the Laugh-Out-Loud Book Awards 2016, 9-13 years Category. A brilliantly funny 

story about a boy who makes a very rash wish!  



 

Moone Boy: the Blunder Years 

Chris O'Dowd, Nick Vincent Murphy  

Martin Moone- one boy and a load of sisters! That means Martin is always in trouble of one kind 

or another.  

 

Kenny Wright Superhero 

James Patterson  

Kenny Wright is smart, polite, and really good at chess, none of which does anything to 

impress the kids at his new Middle School, which is one tough place.  

 

 



 

Demolition Dad 

Phil Earle  

Jake Biggs's dad works in demolition. All week long he knocks down buildings from the cockpit 

of his crane, but at weekends he becomes Demolition Man, twenty stone of Man Mountain.  

 

The Hangman's Revolution 

Eoin Colfer  

Best-selling Eoin Colfer gives readers a thrilling and action-packed new episode in his series of 

titles about Chevie Savano, a time travelling FBI agent.  

 

 



 

The Book of Storms 

Ruth Hatfield  

Creatively chilling, this debut novel takes the whimsically charming idea of talking to animals 

and turns it on its head.  

 

The Name of This Book is Secret 

Pseudonymous Bosch  

Quirky, original and hugely entertaining, this is a debut novel of fantastical proportions. The 

first in a secretive series, The Name of this Book is SECRET is accompanied by a website, part 

of which is in code.  

 



 

 

Millions 10th Anniversary Edition 

Frank Cottrell Boyce  

When a bag stuffed full of money falls out of a train and into their camp, Damian and Anthony 

are suddenly rich. Very, very rich, to be precise.  

 

Ghosts of the Forest 

Steve Backshall  

Saving the rain forest! That's the vital mission of Saker and his friend Sinter. The precious 

forest is being cleared by loggers leaving the wild life at risk. The orang-utans will be 

especially vulnerable if their precious habit is destroyed.  



 

Operation Sting 

Simon Cheshire  

Operation Sting is the first book in an exciting, fast-paced and action-packed new series, 

SWARM full of spying and military action. Aimed at 9+ this will appeal to boys who are fans of 

spy adventures and robots.  

 

Granny Samurai and the Brain of Ultimate Doomitude 

John Chambers  

Granny Samurai is back for a second hilarious and thrilling adventure. And she is still not to be 

messed with!  

 



 

Monkey and Me 

David Gilman  

Shortlisted for the 2015 CILIP Carnegie Medal Although tinged with sadness, this is a good-

hearted and entertaining adventure story with a good message about animal rights.  

 

Ratburger 

David Walliams  

Winner of the National Book Tokens Children's Book of the Year 2012 Best-selling author 

David Williams has come up with another cracker of a story in Ratburger.  

 

 



 

Wild Boy 

Rob Lloyd Jones  

Shortlisted for The Branford Boase Award 2014 - Shortlisted for the Leeds Book Awards 

2014, 9-11 category This is a mystery-adventure story for 9+ readers, set in the seamy, 

smoggy underworld of Victorian London.  

 

Young Knights: Pendragon 

Julia Golding  

Best-selling Julia Golding launches a thrilling new adventure as the Young Knights of the Round 

Table return for a second adventure.  

 



 

The Woebegone Twins 

Christopher William Hill  

Fans of Roald Dahl and Lemony Snicket will enjoy the dark and disagreeable lives of twins 

Greta and Feliks Mortenerg.  

 

Blood & Fire 

Dan Scott  

The story of Lucius and his gladiator brother Quin continues. Lucius must face his deadliest 

adventure yet as he tries to unearth facts to prove his father isn't a traitor. But nothing is 

straight forward when it comes to life.  

 



 

The Day the World Went Loki 

Robert J. Harris  

Hilarious adventure, mythical creatures and non-stop action. Two brothers recite an ancient 

rhyme and conjure up an extra day of the week but they had no idea it would work - or that 

the day would belong to the banished.  

 

The Feast of Ravens 

Andrew Beasley  

This is an action-packed adventure series that appeals to boys, combining the timeless theme 

of good versus evil with steampunk gadgetry and free-running angels. Mortal Engines meets 

Oliver Twist for a new generation. 

 



 

Football Shorts 

Tom Watt  

Nick Hornby, Mal Peet and Tom Palmer are already well-known for their football stories. But 

this terrific anthology also includes stories by Tomáš Rosický, Vincent Kompany and Curtis 

Davies all of whom are better known on the field.  

 

Ethan's Voice 

Rachel Carter  

Perfect for fans of Mark Haddon, David Almond and Jacqueline Wilson, Ethan's Voice is an 

uplifting, tenderly written story that marks the arrival of a remarkable new talent in children's 

fiction.  



 

The Spider's Lair 

Guy Bass  

Created by a mad professor, Stitch Head is no ordinary boy and his life is very far from 

ordinary! In this new madcap adventure, Stitch Head finds himself in a tricky spot as he tries 

to rescue Arabella.   

 

Space Blasters 

Philip Caveney  

This action-packed adventure is perfect for all those who have imagined what space might be 

like. The launch party for a space adventure movie Space Blasters goes bizarrely wrong.  

 



 

The Diamond Thief 

Sharon Gosling  

Combining elements of Jules Verne with the action-packed adventures of Indiana Jones; this 

debut novel from Sharon Gosling is a gripping read. Set in Victorian London, circus trapeze 

artiste Remy leads a double life as a jewel thief.  

 

Goblins Vs Dwarves 

Philip Reeve  

A brilliant and equally witty follow-up to Goblins which won the Roald Dahl Funny Prize. Now 

the goblins are under direct attack by the dwarves who are desperate to steal all the treasure 

from the goblins' stronghold, Clovenstone Castle.  



 

Will Gallows and the Rock Demon's Blood 

Derek Keilty  

Amid a riot of unbridled and highly entertaining chaos, there lies an unexpected and entirely 

unpredictable adventure for this cowboy with a difference.  

 


